
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 4, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick 

Jason Allen 
Elisabeth McCartney (Teleconference) 
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Deputy 

Township Clerk Sunshine Dashiell. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:06 p.m.  

 

PRESENTATION 
  

  Paul Forlenza, JIF Executive Director, Overview of JIF Benefits.  

 
Mr. Forlenza advised that he was the Executive Director of the Burlington County Municipal 

Joint Insurance Fund and that he was here to give an overview on the Township’s renewal. 
Provided a brief history on the JIF and how the program works. Stated that members are 
working towards staying safe and saving money. Advised on the increase in what is being 

taken out versus what is being put in and noted some of the factors including taking on the 
Sewer in 2020. Advised on the savings the Township is seeing in comparison to when we 

were with the previous insurer. Mentioned that the town has been with the JIF for 9 years 
now and is starting to see revenue come back in the form of dividends. Continued through the 

presentation advising on surplus and the bottom line. Advised on the JIF’s concerns over 
legal marijuana use in the municipalities and potential claims in the future including Police 
liability claims. Stated he works with 110 municipalities in New Jersey and the Police 

approach to dealing with recreational marijuana is different in every agency. Commented on 
statutory changes that have occurred in the last few years including sexual abuse and 

molestation. Stated that they have not seen the onslaught of claim they thought they would 
but are seeing a pickup in activity with the 2-year period coming to an end and COVID. 

Noted the concerns over firefighter’s cancer presumption for individuals that meet certain 
criteria, whether volunteer or not, that develops cancer by the age of 75 with 7 years of service 
in your municipality, will now be compensable under the workers comp statute. Continued 

through the various changes that have come along including claim petitions that will need to 
be settled and the expectation that there will be an 11% increase in paid out claims. Advised 

on the hardening insurance market due to various things including the forest fires out west. 
Explained cyber protection, their breech line and the help they offer. Commented on 

telemedicine and virtual training that are now being offered as well as the wellness program. 
Council President Burton questioned page 13 and how the directive was determined. Mr. 
Forlenza advised that the State Comptroller’s office did a review of the use of ongoing 

medical monitoring as a way of settling claim petition claims for employees looking at 
accidental disability pension. Noted that what they felt was that insurers of public employees 

are not paying their fair share and that the pension is picking up the cost associated with 
injured employees. Noted he feels that they failed to understand that the vast majority of 

municipalities in the State are in a Joint Insurance Fund. Advised on how the process works 
now through the JIF. Council President Burton asked how long this could drag out. Mr. 
Forlenza stated it could be for a year, but the claim petition would be handled quickly. 

Council President Burton asked for clarification on the hardening market. Mr. Forlenza 
advised on the factors that are forcing this type of market such as global warming, property 

claims and increased costs. Councilman Allen thanked him for his presentation. Councilman 
Gardner asked for an explanation of page 11 and recreational marijuana. Mr. Forlenza stated 

that there is no automatic increase in rates or anything like that but if it generates claims it 
could come back to the township in the form of a higher assessment. Does feel that there will 
be claims in the future depending on the types of classes that are allowed. Noted some of the 

types of claims could see including employee issues and companies being denied the ability of 



opening their business. Thanked Mr. Hornickel for his involvement and noted he is a very 
active participant.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  210-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

Susan Sacco – 1. Questioned the letter that was received about the traffic in Sunbury. Stated it 
was supposed to take effect as of July 19th but has still not started. Noted that the mailboxes 

have been moved but they are not getting mail because the post office in Bellmawr is not set 
up yet. Added that people are still racing up and down the streets and standing in the 

roadways. Mr. Hornickel advised that everything should have been installed by now but that 
we did not have enough washers for DPW to install the signs. Added that some of the signs 
that were put up were stolen and more signs had to be ordered to replace those. Stated that 

Public Works knows his concerns about this and he is talking with them weekly. Ms. Sacco 
stated she is trying to give it time but it is frustrating. Mr. Hornickel noted that he has talked 

to the Police Chief about a police presence there and that they are the only ones that can stop 
the racing and ATV issue. Councilman Allen asked about speed humps. Mr. Hornickel 

advised that they could look into it and were also looking into creating pinch points which 
could help the speeding by bringing the curb into the roadway. Council President Burton 
asked if the Police Chief could attend a meeting to discuss Sunbury further. Mr. Hornickel 

noted that he would ask him to attend. Ms. Sacco stated that the Police are out there but feels 
that it might not be enough. Noted that during the February meeting about Sunbury they 

talked about jaywalking and advised this is still going on and that there are people in the road 
with strollers. Asked who was responsible for the sidewalks. Mr. Hornickel stated the 

property owners are responsible and noted that he goes out there often and knows what she is 
talking about regarding the sidewalks. Ms. Sacco stated she does not know what the solution 
is. Council President Burton asked that she be patient a little longer and that there is only so 

much we can do within the law. Added that more people my need to catch plate numbers.  
 

America Phillips – 1. Commented on a house across from the firehouse that has high grass. 
Stated she has to go half way into the roadway to see and did bring it to the Mayors attention 

as something needs to be done. It was noted that it is on the corner of New York and 

Tennessee. 2. Stated we should have Police patrolling Sunbury 24/7. Noted when she drives 
by there, she sees the cop sitting in St. Marks Church parking lot and they cannot see in 

Sunbury from there. 3. Questioned who did the study for the streets in Sunbury. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that the township Engineers did. Commented on issue she had with the 

Engineers and drainage she needed by her house. Noted that it took two years. Stated they 
pay good money to the police, and they should protect Sunbury. Stated we have to be there 

for the taxpayers and not intimidated by the drug dealers. 4. Commented that she was in 

Country Lakes and saw a picnic going on with swimming in the lake and feels that the rocks 
there are a waste of money.  

 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 
 

The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by Richard 

Gober and read into the record by Mrs. Dashiell. 1. Here I sat reading over Ordinance # 25-
2021 seeing all the dedication put into the Code Enforcement rules and regulations with a 
goal of improving the overall appearance of properties in Pemberton Township. I hear over 

and over again at many meetings that you want to improve the dwellings and properties in 
Pemberton Township yet for my last 52 years as a Realtor selling homes initially in 

Pemberton Township I have urged administration after administration to impose a rule that 
all homes need to be inspected before they are sold which is done in 95% of the communities 

in Burlington County yet I believe I heard Mr. Hornickel speak at the last meeting saying you 
want to work on Code Enforcement for the next two years and then maybe look at my 
suggestion. Mr. Hornickel you said yourself that you sold your home in Pennsauken and 

there was a CO inspection done before you went to settlement. You mentioned there were 4 
or 5 violations that you had to take care of before settlement and you stated yourself that that 

was only fair that the new buyer should not have been responsible for those items. Why delay 
this major first step to accomplishing what you are trying to do with this current ordinance 

under discussion this evening. Mr. Hornickel advised that this was advised on previously for 
houses with lead. Stated that we will be doing lead inspections and checking for lead walls 

and might as well do a full property inspection. Added that this will require new ordinances in 
the future. 



Michael Sawka – 1. Stated that he wanted to speak because of Mr. Gober’s comments. 
Advised that as far as Mr. Gober goes, his Sunbury properties are terrible and somehow his 

inspections were passed. Noted that there were times when he had to go and inspect for his 
tenants and those places were dumps. Stated he is willing to say this in public because he has 

the proof and it is not slander because he can prove it. Advised that his places are dumps and 
he did not fix anything until he was forced to. Added that Mr. Gober can take that and come 

after him. Commented that as far as certificates of occupancy goes, homebuyers have the right 
to do home inspections and do not have to buy a home if the home inspector finds stuff. 
Stated that home inspectors will find more than a certificate of occupancy inspector will for 

the town.  Council President Burton agreed with his comments on homebuyers getting 
inspections.  
                                                               
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Council President Burton asked to pull Resolution 213-2021. Councilman Allen asked to pull 
Resolutions 211-2021, 216-2021 and 221-2021. 

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

  

*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of July 14, 2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  211-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  212-2021 Authorizes execution of a contract renewing membership in the Burlington County 

municipal Joint Insurance Fund. 

 

  213-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  214-2021 Authorizes a mortgage subordination agreement with Mark Woodworth regarding the 

mortgage held in favor of the Township of Pemberton located at 603 Tecumseh Trail, 

Browns Mills.  

 

  215-2021 Authorizes the issuance of a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate for Block 825, Lot 5.02 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-52.1. 

 

  216-2021  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  217-2021 Refers Pinelands Commission comments on the Redevelopment Plan for Block 906, 

Lot 1.01 to the Planning Board for Further Consideration.   

 

  218-2021 Authorizes the purchase of one (1) Kubota Tractor from Cherry Valley Tractor Sales in 

the amount of $32,973.81 for the Department of Public Works. 

 

  219-2021 Authorizes the award of a contract to USALCO in an amount not to exceed 

$97,614.40 for the supply and delivery of Liquid Aluminum Sulfate for the Public 

Works Department, Sewer Division.  

 

  220-2021 Authorizes the purchase of Anaerobic Digester Pump Parts from Wastecorp Pump, 

LLC, in the amount of $16,534.00 for the Public Works Department, Sewer Division.  

 

  221-2021  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  222-2021 Authorizes the appointment of ARH Associates as Special Projects Engineer for Phase 

II of the Pemberton-Browns Mills Road Streetscape Project. 

 

  223-2021 Authorizes the award of a contract to Paetzold Construction Co., Inc. for emergency 

repairs to a sewer main under Lakehurst Road. 

  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

*a.  NJ State Fireman’s Association Membership Applications for Kristi VanBramer and Timothy Smoot 

with the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire Co. 

  

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes;  
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 



RESOLUTIONS 

    

  211-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $2,185.00. 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen noted that some events had been cancelled due to water damage at one of 

the buildings. Questioned what had happened and when it would reopen. Mr. Hornickel 
advised that Recreation staff tour facilities regularly and found a musty smell that led them to 

a closet that had holes in the roof. Added that water had leaked into an area about 400 square 
feet. Stated that a claim had been filed with the adjuster. Noted that we are now waiting on 

the JIF to approve and we will then be able to purchase materials and fix it. Commented that 
it should not take more than a month or two. 
 

Motion by Allen and Detrick to approve Resolution 211-2021. Allen, yes; Detrick, yes;  
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
213-2021 Authorizes the application for, and acceptance of, funds from the U.S.  

  Department of Justice through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice  
  Assistance Grant Program in the amount of $24,434.00 for the Police  

   Department. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Council President Burton asked Mr. Hornickel to explain. Mr. Hornickel advised that this 

year we have a chance to get $24,000.00 in grant money as Willingboro is passing on their 
opportunity and allowing us to take their funds including the County. Stated that this will 

allow us to buy new computers, hardware and other technology for the Police Department. 
Stated that we like to replace the PC’s or laptops every 4 to 5 years, which are at the end of 
their useful life.  

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 213-2021. Allen, yes; Gardner yes; 

Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  216-2021 Authorizes the award of a contract to Zone Striping, Inc. for 

Thermoplastic Traffic Stripes in the amount of $28,999.98 for the 
Department of Public Works, Streets & Roads Division. Pulled from the 

Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Allen questioned why we were choosing this company that was $200.00 more  
than the lowest quote and where the striping would be done. Mr. Hornickel advised that they 

were recommending this bidder, because the overall value of the contract is lower as we  
would be getting 161,000 linear feet which is 41,000 more than the lowest bidder was  

offering. Advised on the areas where striping would be done including where lines had faded  
over the years.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 216-2021. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
  221-2021 Authorizes the award of a contract to SolareAmerica, LLC, in the 

amount of $385,248.00 for a Rooftop Solar Installation at 16 Broadway.  
   Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

 Councilman Allen questioned if the amount included grant funding and if the Township had  
evaluated any other renewable energy projects including our recreation buildings. Mr. 
Hornickel advise that we had applied for grant funding to offset up to 50% of the costs of the  

project. Noted that we have not heard yet if we are eligible. Stated he feels we made a good 
case for them and did not know it at the time, but asked for more than the overall expected  

funding that is needed. Added that in the future we are looking to getting a solar installation  
that would cover all of the facilities in the township’s master account with JCP&L, as well as 

a separate project for the wastewater treatment plant on Birmingham Road which is under  
PSE&G. Councilman Gardner commented about his discussion with Mr. Hornickel about 
rebates that we would receive in the future. Mr. Hornickel explained the process and the  

return on the townships investment coming through cost savings and a TREC or Transitional  
Renewable Energy Credit. Stated that under that program we are eligible for up to 15 years of  

payments from the Board of Public Utilities. Stated that TREC program alone will pay for 
this installation in 12 years. Stated that with TREC and cost savings the return on the  

investment is a payoff in under 7 years. Added that once this pays itself off in 7 years we will  
gain income from the TREC’s for another 7 to 8 years plus savings for another 23 to 24 years  
on our electric bill.  

 



Motion by Gardner and Allen to approve Resolution 221-2021. Gardner, yes; Allen, yes;  
Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 
ORDINANCE 25-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 

145 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” TO 
UPDATE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE STANDARDS   

 
Mr. Bayer advised that the Public Hearing tonight was only for the amendment that is up for 

discussion on section 145-14 of the ordinance.  
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments. Seeing no 

one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the public. 
 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 
 
Per Mr. Bayer, questions submitted by Richard Gober were not read into the record as they 

did not have anything to do with the amendment up for discussion for this public hearing.  
 

Motion by Detrick and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 25-2021. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCE 27-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING ORDINANCE 

14-2021 CLARIFYING THAT THE AUTHORIZED LEASE WITH CLEAR CHANNEL 
OUTDOOR, LLC IS ON THE PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 800,  LOT 18.01 

ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments. Seeing no 

one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the public. 
 

Motion by Gardner and Allen to adopt ordinance 27-2021. Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes;. Motion carried.  

 
ORDINANCE 28-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING THE 

RELEASE OF A CERTAIN DEED RESTRICTION ON THE PROPERTY 
DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 670.02, LOT 3.06 BEARING THE STREET ADDRESS OF 

102 FIREHOUSE ROAD PROPERTY 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments. Seeing no 
one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the public. 
 

Motion by Detrick and Gardner to adopt ordinance 28-2021. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 7/30/2021. 

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 

Detrick, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ 
State Police or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Thanked Council for approving the Townships first major solar 
project. Stated he feels this sends a great message and compliments so many other things this 

Council has done and shows that we respect where we live and wants to preserve as much as 
we can in ways that are sensible. Advised that the Township was putting out its first quarterly 
newsletter on September 1st. Noted that we had a great response from the local business 



community and thanked Mr. Bayer for also buying an ad. Stated that this was being 
completely paid for through the advertising and that no taxpayer dollars were spent. 

Commented that it would be 16 pages long with a lot of great information from the different 
departments. Advised Council to let him know and he would forward them an advance copy 

for review. Commented that Public Works is currently in Rottau Village extending water 
service. Noted that he and Mr. Bayer would have to prepare an ordinance for Council 

approval compelling people to hook up to water. Stated that once water service is extended 
and residents are made aware they are required to connect. Advised that in the Sewer 
Division one pump station is nearly complete with another down the road and a third one just 

being started. Stated that they are on target and should be wrapping up by early November. 
Commented that at the wastewater treatment plant, one channel of the UV system has been 

installed and several tests have been done with us meeting compliance. Noted that a second 
channel will be installed and have a same rigorous testing process. Added that this project 

should be completed by September. Lastly, stated that we are finalizing plans for the Police 
modular addition and once receive that information prep work will begin with Public Works. 
Councilman Gardner asked for an update on the sewer line break on Lakehurst Road. Mr. 

Hornickel advised that they are taking a different approach by looking to not only fix the 
repair but to open the road and clear the blockage and then a second quote for the repair. 

Stated if we pay a contractor to come out and excavate and turns out it is a repair we can 
make we are going to do it instead of paying the contractor to do it to save money. Added 

that 200 linear feet is the distance from one manhole to another.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Councilman Allen – Noted that Deborah Heart & Lung was doing free walk-in COVID 
vaccinations for 12 years and older on August 4th, 11th and 18th and that for more information 
you can call 609-893-6611 ext. 4290 or 4291. Requested that Council get a tour of the Police 

building once it is complete. Mr. Hornickel stated absolutely.  

 

Councilman Gardner – Asked all to have a good night and thanked all for coming out.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Thanked everyone for coming out and to stay safe. Asked Mr. 
Hornickel if the municipal building had been considered for solar. Mr. Hornickel advised that 

it was and we are evaluating if we can do rooftop solar here. Noted the challenges because of 
the air conditioning units on the building. Stated we are also looking at perhaps a different 

township parcel as it does not need to be here to supply here. Added that other clear parcels 
that the township owns are being considered. Councilman Detrick asked all to have a good 
night.  

 

Council President Burton – Thanked all for coming out and is glad to see the good reports on 

the things we are doing. Stated she appreciated the questions and comments from her 
colleagues and that it is good to see the public out here.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked Councilman Allen for sharing the information for 
Deborah Heart and Lung clinic. Stated that this information aligns with Administration’s goal 

of keeping our community safe and informed. Thanked Administration, Mrs. Dashiell and 
Mrs. Cosnoski for keeping the alert box on the website up to date with information.  

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:34 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

Sunshine, Dashiell, RMC, Deputy Township Clerk 


